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marked the birth of the Labour Party. Until
then it had been only a name. " Now/' said
Hardie, " we have a youngster alive and kicking
in the cradle/5 It was a fight between Tory and
Independent Labour candidates. No Liberal
stood. Therefore, Hardie argued, the Liberal
trade unionists had to vote for the I.L.P. man
against the Tory, and next time, with a Liberal
in the field, " they would have to do the same or
explain why." They had managed at last, in
one constituency, to put all the workers behind
a Labour man. He was beaten, but that was
unimportant. What mattered was the beginning
of a united workers' front.
For the moment, however, Hardie still formed
in the House of Commons a Party of one. Within
a few years he would there be leader of a Labour
Party numbering twenty-nine. As yet he stood
out, the herald of that Party, unaided and alone
at Westminster. In this period he did his best
work. He was always in his place ; frequently
rising to put questions ; not speaking often, but
being listened to with attention whenever he
did. The speech in which ^ he recommended
to the House a resolution in favour of Socialism
was heard with especial interest. It was the
first of its kind. It asked an overwhelming
capitalist assembly to recognise :
" The increased burden which private owner-
ship of land and capital imposed upon th,$
industrial and useful classes 5